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20 May 1992

The bilateral exploratory committee made up of representatives
of the Holy See and the 1Israeli Foreign Ministry met today in
Jerusalem. Its discussions were characterised by mutual good will
and openness. At the conclusion of the meeting the participants
unanimously agreed to recommend to their respective superiors that:

A) Conversations should continue, and in this connection, that a
meeting may take place in Rome in July at an appropriate level.

B) That a Permanent Bilateral Working Commission be established,
that this Commission operate on two levels, one of representatives
of the Holy See and the State of Israel of appropriate rank, and one
of experts for purposes of study and elaboration of proposals.

C) If and when B above is approved, the committee suggests that
it be announced simultaneously by the Holy See and the State of
Israel in the following terms:

"The State of Israel and the Holy See, in order to study and
define issues of reciprocal interest, have decided to establish a
bilateral permanent Working Commission, which will meet
periodically".
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