CONPIDENTIAL

February 1961.

HEPORT ON THE FALASHAS OF ETHIOPIA

I beg to submit this report on my visit to Lthiopia January-February
1961 to survey the present conditions of the Falashas. I have not discussed
their origin or their history, their religious practices and liturgy. These
matters have been described by many scholars. It suffices for my purpose
that the Falashas have been loyal to their primitive form of Judaism against
gonstant oppression for possibly two thousand years.

Their numbers are estimated at 25,000 = 30,0003 but soma say they are
many more. They live mostly in wvillages of the Berghemir and Semien province
in the north of Bthiopia, of which Gondar, the former capital of Ethiopia, is
the chief town. They are amall cultivators, tenants of land which is owned
by the ruling clase of Christian Amharas, They are also primitive artisans
engaged in masonry, pottery, weaving and tinsmithing. The Amharas do not
prectice these crafts and look down on fhem,

A few educated Falashas live in the town of Gondar, Addis Abbeba and
Asmara, and are in Government service or skilled workers. One Falasha,
Tadessa Yacob, is Minister of Agrioulture. Another former leader Emanuel
Tamrat, who was Chairman of the Council of Education, lives in exile in
Jerusilem,

1+ is nearly a century that Jewish communities in the West have been
concerned w#ith this Judaised seotion of the Ethiopian people, who call them-
gelves Bet Iereel - their common name.

Falashes means invaders or immigrants; and may come from the same
Semitic root as Philistines, It was Halevy of France who in 1868 wrote about
their cusfome and literature, and brought one Falasha to be trained in France.
Other Jowish scholars of the nineteenth century followed his example. For
over fifty years from the beginning of this century, Ir. J. Faitlovich made a
gustained effort to educate some of their youth, and to bring them intc re-
lation with the larger Jewish communities. Pro-Falasha societicos were founded
by him in Western countries. Young Falashas were placed in Jewish schools of
difforent countries to be trained as teachers of their own community when they
returnad. inglish, CGerman and American Protestant Missionaries have been
sctively proselytizing among them for more than & century, and have made and
are making many converis.

In 1934 Faitlovich secured approval of plans for a teachers' seminary at
Addis Abbeba, and the Emperor gave a site, which is atill owned by the commun-
ity, for the building. Before the plans could be executed, the Fascist
invasion of the country and then the World Wer, caused suspension. But
Faitlovich returned after the restoration of the Emperor in 1941, and continued
his educaticnal work. He died in 1954.
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Some years after the establishment «f the State of Iarael, a fresh
effort was made for the education of the Falashas, This time it was the
Jewish Agenoy for Israel which tock the initiative., It established =&
teachers' training soheol, directed by an Israseli teacher, in Asmara,ncw
the ohief town in Eritrea, which is federated with Ethiopiaj and it sent
teachers, mostly young Falashas, to over thirty villages, to give element-
ary education in Amhsric and in Hebrew., Within two years, all but two of
the village schoole, and the training school, were closed. It is not olear
whether this was due to lack »f funds ef the Agency, or to some action of
the Ethiopian Government, There ssems to have been loose tzlk about the
mass migration ef the Falashas to Israel, for which the schoolas were a pre-
parationg and that arcussd the hostility of the Ethiopian Authorities.

Be this as it may, the aotion of fthe Agency was reduced to the main-
tenance of two small village schools in the Gondar area, for some 200-250 .
children, and the bringing to Israel of & small number of boys and girls
who were placed in children's villages, particularly the Mizrachi Kfar Batya,
to be trained in agriculfure and handiorafts for two to three years. They
were expected to return to Ethiopia and be teachers in their villages, and
the Bthiopian Covernment obtained a personal guarantee for their return.

The first group of twelve was brought in 1955, the second of seventeen
in 1958, Mozt of the first group in fact came back, and some are teachers
of the two schools Others have found work in the towns, A Falasha pupil
of Faitlovich, Yona Begala, who had received a European Jewish education, is
Director of the schools and receives a salary from the Jewish Agenoy.

In 1959 a fresh effort was made to enlarge the education. The society
for technical training ORT proposed te open a trade school for Falasghae in
the Gondar area, with a view to improving their rough primitive artisan work.
Robin Gilbert and H., Guggenheim of Switzerland went out to Ethiopia and had
interviews with the Emperor and the Vice Minister of Education who favoured
the project. I have attached as an appendix, a letter which was written by
the Vice Minister. It wae indicated however, that a achool of the kind ocould .
not be exclusively for Falashas, but must be open to pupils of cther commun-
ities, The Bthiopian Government would not permit discrimination by a foreignm
educational body in favour of one minority. That condition discouraged ORT
and the Joint, whioh would provide half of the funds,and nothing happened.

The failure to open a school caused bitter disappointment to the Falashas,
who felt themselves abandoned by the Jewish bodies and in some cases turned to
the Christian missionaries. It also annoyed the Emporer who received no word
of the abandonmant of the project.

In 1960 a disturbing report about the conditions of the Palashas was
given by an Israeli, ex-member of the Knesset, who travelled in Ethiopia,vis-
iting their wvillages, and kept up & correspondence with Yona Bogala, He maid
they were eoppressed by their Christian landlords and subjected to harsh tax-
ation and oharges, that murderoms attacks on them were frequent, and that
$eachers of the Jewish Agenoy school did not dare to continue their work.
Unless something was done soon by Jewish bodies concerned with their welfare,
the h«lcm?}mit;r might disintegrate. / 1
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The Falashas submitted a detailed petition to the Emperor, setting
out their grievances, but had no satisfaction., I was told by Tadessa that
in fact, a commission was appointed to examine the complaints.

It was in these circumstances that I was asked in the Autumn of 1960
if I would visit Ethiopla and use whatever influence I had with the Emperor,
and with some of the Ministers whom I knew, to obtain some alleviation and
recommend measures which could be taken to help. I had been in the country
in 1943 on a mission for the Empercr, and had been counselor of the Ethiopian
delegation to the Paris Peace Conference of 1946, and in touch with Ethiopian
affairs ever ainoce.

I agreed to go in December, but just then ocame the grave outbreak of the
Imperial Cuard against the Emperor, The journey must be postponed. A month
later, I was assured by an English friend who holds a high position in the
Ministry of Justice, that the latter part of January would be a good moment
to see the Emperor and Ministers. I went to Israel first to consult with the
persons who were concerned, and to visit the Falashas who are in the child-
ren's villages,

I arrived with my wife in Addis Abbeba on 23.1.61, and got in touch at
once with Yona Bogala. S8ince last June he had been socared of going to the
Gondar region, because he was warned by a Falasha policeman that search was
being made for him. He gave me the history of the schools, which were direc-
ted firat by Miszrachi teachers from Israel. The original Director of the
training cellege at Asmara, Mr. Beeri, was in trouble about financial affairs,
and was scon removed. The second, Mr. Bivan, was greatly liked but only
stayed a year. The teachers were Falashas who had been in Israel for Training.

On the advice of the Director of UN Techniocal Aid, I called on several
officers, Ethiopian and international, who are interested in communal educa-
tion through ocommunity centras which give educational, social and medical
help, Their funds however, were fully committed, and they could not hold out
hope of alding the effort for the Falashas.

A successful venture of the kind is directed by the Bnglish Brigadier
Sandford and his English wife, who nave played a big part in the social work
of Ethiopia since the First World War. I vieited their settloment, 40 kilo-
metres north of Addis, It is supported by an American voluntary body, World
Neighbourhood, and is run most economically, The school buildings are the
simplest and built by the inhabitants of the region; and medical help is
given by an Ethiopian health efficer trained #t the college in Gondar, but
not fully qualified, and by two nurses from New Zealand. It would be possible
for one or two Paslashas who had some training, to be apprenticed to this
centre and get experience of social and rnursing work.

I had a talk with the Director General of the Ministry of Bducation, who
in 1959 conducted the negotiations with the ORT representatives about the est-
ablishment of the trade school. He gave me a copy of the offiecial letter of
the Vice Minister(later Ambassader in Londor ) approving the scheme in principle.
He oo was surprised that the scheme had lapsed,
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I obtained an audience with the Empercr a few days after my arrival,
and before it I called on two Ministers whom I knew. Aklilou Hapte - Wold,
who was Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs in 1943, ie now Minister of that
Office as well as Minister of the Pen and Deputy Prime Minister, — therse
being no P.M. The combination makes him &n important member of the Cabinet.
He assured me the Emperor knew about the problem of the Falashas and was
anxious to help in improving their conditions. Tadessa Yacob, the Falasha
Minister, had a providential escape when the other WNinisters in Addis were
taken by the rebels and murdered. He advised that the two things I should
ask of the Emperor were approval and support of & trade school and of a
primary school in the Falasha area, with a dispensary attached. The dispensary
in his view was most important becauae the Falashas were dependent at present
for medical help on hospitals of the Christian missions. By his talk I was
strengthened in the presumption that the main effort of the Jewish bodies
should be directed towards improving the education of the Falashas in
Ethiopia. Tadessa said that it would be easy to arrange asdministratively
that the large majority of the pupile in the trade school should be Falashas,
particularly as the Amhara Christians despised artisan work; but the school
would have to be open to Christians.

About the reported offer of a tract of land to the Falashas in another
region than Gondar, he said there had been nothing specifie, The position
of Falasha cultivators was like that of the mass of agricultural tenants,
8.8, the 0Gallas in the province of Shoa, and could only be improved by large
general measures of land reform. The Emperor knew that that was one of the
most necessary measures, but it could not be tackled for the Falashas alone.
Tadessa doubted whether the Emperor was in the mood to consider it at the
moments discontent of tenants was one of the main grievances at the back
of the recent revolt., The request of the Falashas in & memorandum addressed
to the World Jewish Congress that they should all be settled in an empiy area
of State domain where they could enjoy communal economy, was not practical,
it would provoke the resentment of the Amharas, which the Emperor, even if he
had the will to provide land for Felashas befors all others, could not afford
to disregard. :

I had an sudience with the Emperer on 27th January. Taffary Work,
Minister of the Palace and the interpretsr for foreigners, being present and
translating. H.M. was very friendly and recalled my visit in 1943, I told
fim of the concern of Jewish representative btodies for the Falashas, and the
aducational measures which were suggested, He approved the proposals for the
two schools and said they would have his support. He hoped that this time
something would be done, and that the person representing the Jewish bodies
would come soon to arrange the details with the Ministries. He wanfed to
know the names and purposes of the Jewish bodies, and I {to0ld him of the Joint,
ORT, 0S8, and World Jewish Congress. He remarked that there should be a
committee in Addis to be & link between the Jewish bodies and the Ethiopian
Government, and supervise the schoole. I said there would be no difficulty
sabout that. H.M, thought that the best place for a trade school would be
Behardar, now a small towr. at the south end of Lake lana (the source of the
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Blue Nile) which is to be developed as sn industrial centrs. The project
of a hydro-electric station at the falls of the Nile near the town is being
executed, and the Soviet Union &re building = technical college, while
Solel Boneh are building part of a major metal road which will connaset
Behardar with Gondar in the north and Addis in the south., The Zmperor is
keen on the developement, but I remarked that Gondar seemed better suited,
because it is recognised by the Falashas as their centre, and many of their
villages are within walking distance.

I raised the unsatisfactory position of the Falasha tenants. I said
that I knew it was part of a land-tenure problem of the whole country, but
I hoped H.M. might spprove some measures to alleviate it by making available
vacant State domain. He replied that agrarian reform was one of the major
measures he intended to carry cut with the purpose that every Ethiopian
ocultivator ineluding the Palsshas should own the piece of land he cultivated. .
In the meantime landless Falashas could apply to the Land Commission which
deals with State domsin. In conclusion, he eaid that I should see him again
after I had visited the Falasha villages and Gondar and Behardar. After the
interview I spoke with Taffary Work about sending Falasha boys and girls to
Israel for training. He said he knew it was being done, and there was no
chjeotion.

I wwent to Condar and spend four days there and in the Falasha country,
having Yona as my guide and interpreter. The first village we =zaw was a
few miles from Gondar and is noted for ite handicrafte. The conditions in
which the Falashas are living are indescribably wretched. They have very
little land for cultivation, and are crowded in rough straw or mud huts,
which are workshop, sleeping and eating-room for the family combined, The
children are dreseed in dirty sacks and most suffer from eye disease. Only
two, one a boy and a girl, went to the Government school in Gondar. The
others had no education. We took with us the British ambassador who had not
seen Falashas before, and he remarked that conditions were worse than in
other Ethiopian villages. He has instructed the British Consul in Asmars, .
Mr. Mitchell, whose area includes the Falasha oountly, to keep him informed
of any development.

The next day I went with the local Director of Education to the sifte
for the trade sshool which was proposed years ago by the ORT delegation. It
j= State domain and gesmed admirably suited for a combined agricultural and
trade school. The Director welecomed the foundation of such a school in his
arca. I had a talk also with & Dr. Jasger, a German, Director of the Health
College, supported by American Point IV aid, which trains men and women to
give medical assistance, dresses and nurses, He supported the project of a
trade school and of another primary school with a dispensary. He could not,
however, supply a Health Officer from the College and believed it would ba
the best course to bring a doctor and nurse from Israel for a term of yesars
during which they would train the local staff. That course may be too
costly, apart from the difficulty of finding a gualified doctor who would
live in a Falasha village. A Falasha nurse trained in Israel might be



=

adequate. It was suggested later by David Owen the Director of the UN
Technical Aid, whom I met in Addis, that an Israeli or other Jewish doctor
might come for a few months as an adventurs to instruct the nurse.

The next day I went with Yona to a Falasha village about fifteen
miles from Gondar near the highway. The elders of half a dozen or more
villages, and a large part of the boys and girle attending the two schools
of the Agency, which are in the region, were gathered. All the teachers
were Falesshas who had been in Israel., The contrast between the dirty and
ragged children of the village, and these boys and girls of the srhools who
were neatly dressed, clean and bright after their long walk of one %o two
hours, and who sang Hebrew songs, was remarkable and encouraging, The
Kahanim, elders of the willage, made it clear that they wanted more schools,
but they were unanimously against placing the trade school at Behardan,
which was far away, so that they would be cut off from their children. I
thought the village of Tada, where we were, would be a good spot for the
primary schoel and dispensary.

About the question of land and possible transfer of some Falashas to
new areas where they right be owners of land, they were of divided opinicn.
Some would follow the advice of Jewish bodies outsidej others were appre-
hensive, suspecting that there was a plot of their landlords, They made no
complaint of personal attacks, and I was told no murder has taken place in
the last two years. Of the desire of a number of the youth to get to Israel
I was left in no doubt, though I did not montion aliya. When I spoke of
the work of Solel Boneh and the road they were building near where we wore
assembled, one remarked that they would be happy if the Israeli body were
building a road to Bilat. And that was applauded. Whon I left Gondar, some
of the Falasha youth came to the airfield to give me letters for friends
in Ierael, including the President of the State.

I knew that the Iarael F.0., and the heads of the Falashas, Tadessa and
Yona, were opposed to any proposal to the Emperor for & large emigration tQ
Israel, even if they belisved that thet radical course would be the best
for the well-being of the community. They feared that it would antagonise
the Emperor. On the othor hand, I felt that I should use my second audience
in part to ascertain his reaction to a less radical request, that a few
young Falashas should be pormitted to leave Ethiopia and seitle in Israsl.
That would be an extension of the practice of bringing to Israel for
training smell groups of boys and girls who returned at the end of theif
gourses.

I spent a day in Behardar, and the Covernor, who was formerly Director-
General of Bducation, said there was mo difficulty in getting land there
for a trade school if it were desired to place it in that area., On my return
to Addis it was not ocasy to secure at once e seoond audience with H.M.,
bapause a conference of the Boonomic Commission for Africa was being held,
and the place was full of delegationa., Taffary Work arranged for me to
see H.M. during a display of the Air Force which was held in honour of the
Conference. Having gone to the airfiseld I felt that the place and the
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atmosphere were not suited for a serious talk, and I asked for an audience
at the Palace on a later date. In the interval I had a meeting with the
wife of the hoad of the Bible Society who lives in Gondar but had been away.
She stated that the Falashas suffer from tho double disability as tenants
and as Jews. But those who are educated mix freely with the Christians.
She esaid too that the Church Missions for the Jews, which has a hospital
and school in the Gondar region, is renewing its aotivity in the villagas.
I met six young Falashas in Addis who had work in the town. Three were

in the employ of Solel Boneh, one, having been a teacher, was a salcaman,
onc was a mechanic in a garage, and ong a builder in an Itelian enterprise.
This scomed to indicate that Israsli employers in Bthiopias might be able

to find more places for Felashas who are trained. I was told that a number
of Falashas arc in the irmy and Police Force.

The Presidont of Israsl spoke to me before my journey of the possi-
bility of apprenticing one or two Falasha boys to printers in Israel with a
view to establishing an Amharic press later for textbocks, efc, That idea
was weloomed by several Ethiopians to whioh I spoke, and notably by Amhar
Kassa, grandson of the famous Ras, who during my stay was rnominated Governor
of the Northorn Province. He promised to help the school if it is estab-
1ighed in Gondar and is very well disposed %o the extension of Israel-
Bthiopian cultural relations. He was altogether in favour of having the
combined agricultural and trade school in Gonder,

For my second audience with H.M. I prepared a statemont which I set
out here together with my note of H.M.'s remakrs.

M1, "Since I had the honour of speaking to Y.I.M., I have visited
Gondar and Behardar. 1 saw villages of the Falashas and spoke
with a numbor of the elders and with the youth who are attending
two sohools maintained by the Jewish Agency. I was distressed
by the conditions in the Falasha villagez, but I found that they
were eager for more education. I examined posaible sites for
two schools near Gondarj and agricultural and trade school which
would be for Falasha and others, and a primary school which would
be mainiy for Falashas. T have a specific proposal to lay
respectfully before Y.I.M., to open a combined agricultural and
trade sohool between the town and the airport of Gondar, on &
site named Abba Samuel, which was formerly an agricultural
station. I was told that the property belongs to the State, and
a small part is used at present. The buildings on it would make
schoolrooms and workshops, and there is ample arca for horticul-
ture and agricultural treining and for growing vegetables, which
would provide food for the pupils. Water and wood for building
huts are abundant, A school on that site would ettract boys and
girls and prepare them for useful life, and be a benefit to the
district ns well as to the Ethiopian Falasha community.
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Y.I.M, suggested that the trade school might be in Behardar. I
spent a day there, and reslised that there will be a great future
for the new town, Some of the Falashas, when trained, would, I
hope, find work thers as artisans. On the other hand, it is
remote from Palasha villages, and the elders whom 1 met were
unanimous in askitg that the school should be near Gondar., They
ecould then be in touch with their children. The Jewish Bodies
concerned about the Falashas would be grateful if Y.M. would
generously direct the grant of a lease of the land at Gondar free
of rent. That would assure the goodwill of the Jews of the world
towards Y.M. and Bthiopia,

The opening of another primary school for Falashas is urgent.

Only a tiny proportion of the children receive any education. .
Apart from about 200 in 2 schools maintained by the Jewish Agency,
only a few individuals attend Government schoels in Gondar and
other places. A school situated near Tada, close to the Imperial
highwey, would serve several villages where Falasghas livej and a
dispensary with & nurse provided by the Jewish Bodies might be
attached to it. The school would serve also older villages and
help them to improve conditions, in the way that the Community
School in Gondar serves the region. Agein if Y.M. would praciously
direct the grant of & plot of land for the school, it would be a
great boon. The Jewish Bodies would maintain both schools for at
least 5 years.

It will be possible to appoint a committee in Europe of represent-
atives of the bodies providing the funds for the schools, and in
touch with the committes in Addis Ababa whith would manage the
schools. Men like H,Z., Tadessa Yacob, Nathan Marein, Dr. Spira,
and Bension Shalemay (Marein is an Israeli, an advocate, who has
held a high position in the Ministry of Justice since 1942. Dr.
Spiram is an Israeli, the Director of the Technical College at .
Addis., Mr. Shelemay is a prominent merchant and the agont of the
Jewish Agercy for their two schools.),’ have ell agresd to be
members of such a oommittee. Y.M. may wish to nominate a member

of tho Ministry of Education to the committee. I hope it is not
asking too much that Y.M, would let me have a letter befors I leave
Bthiopie approving the proposales in prineiple, and directing that
land for the schools shall be made available,

I regret that I cannot at this moment give a binding undertaking
that the Jewish bodies which asked me to come and survey the
position, will provide the funds, But I am gonfident that, when T
present my report and can assure them of your approval, that under-
taking will be given, and a responsible person will be appointed

to come and work out the details with Y.M.'s Ministers,
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"6, May I remind Y.M. of the request which I mentioned at my first
audience, that Y.M. will arrange the tranafer of some of the poor
and landless Falasha tenants to empty lands of the Government in
the neighbouring regions where they can be landlords.

f« May I finally say a persconal word from my heart. I am told and
believe that some young Falashas yearn to go to the Land of Israel.
They feel that these are the deys of fulfilment of prophecy; and
want to be united with the reet of the congregation of Israsel.

In the last years the scattered tribes from Yemen, Iran, India and
Horth Africa have been gathered in Israel, and thousands have come
from Britain and U.8.A. It would not be right to foster a general
movement of Falashas to Israel, DBut I would ask Y.I.M. to consider
whether s small group of young persons may be permitted to go and
form & settlement on the land. That act would strengthen the ties .
of friendship which bind Ethiopia and Israel and be another link

of the two peoples'.

H.M, =aid he remembered my past help to Ethiopia and was always glad
to see me.

Paraz, 1 and 2: He esaid that he knew the site, and he asked what part
and what area of the land was wanted for the school, and how much money the
Jewish bodies would give. I said that I thought the higher part of the land,
where there wero some buildings, and an area of 12 to 20 acres would be
wanted. I could not say how much the bedies would contribute. The person
who came out would discuss the details and find what sum was required for
capital expenditure and maintenance. H.M. =zaid that he would support the
establishment of the school and provide State land sither in Gondar or
Behardar. If the Falashas wanted the school at Gondar, he would accept that.

Para, 3: H.M. believed that there was a dispute between the Falashas
and the Christians at Tada about the land., Tedessa Yacob oould give me the
details. The person whe came out would have to go into that, and the primary
school and dispensary might be in another place,

Para. 4: H.,M. welcomed the proposal to establish the two committees,
and thought the persons suggested for the local committee were suited. It
wag difficult for him to give a written approval till the plans were more
gertain, but he would let me have a letter assuring his suppoert for the plans,

{Tha}lﬁttar is to be sent to Sir Charles Mathew for me; and I expect it any
liE.:,l'.

Para, 61 H.M. would help, but it would be necessary to find out what
empty areas of Btate domain were availsble.

Last Para.: He knew that some Falashas had already gone to Israel and
gettled. He would have no objection to permitting a group to £o.
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Bofore the audience I consulted Taffary Work about the prineipal points,
and the ohe suggostion which he advised me to modify was thet the Jewish
bodles would maintain the two schools for five years, and then the Bthiopian
Govoernament would take them over, He folt certain that H,M,. would not accept
that condition, and so I changued the proposal te an undertaking to maintain
the schools for at least five years, Taffary Work did not raise any
objection to my personal appeal te H.M. to permit a small group of Falashas
to setile in Israsl., I had in mind a small village in the Lachish area,
such as is catablishod for the primitivoe Jows of the Atlag Mountains., It
would not only be a symbol of recognition of the Falashas as Children of
lsragly; but would give heart to the community.

After the audience I had two interosting conversations. One was with
Dr. Kotechnig, thc USA ropreosentative at the Boonomio Conference and her
pormanent delagate to the Beonomie and Sceial Council of UN. I asked him
about the possibility of help for the trade school from US Point IV aid. .
He advised that, if and when the proposal bocome operative, the committee
in Addis might turn to USOM in Lthiopia for technical aid and for equipment.
That would be better than asking for moncy. The other talk was with Tadessa
Yecocb, who is extromely conservative and cautious. Ha said that there might
ba & gquestion of the State's titla to the land at Abba Samiel. But the area
had besan treatud as Covermment lund for many years, and within the boundaries
of the town of Gondar it was possible o expropriate land for a scheol if
necessary. That was thorefore a site which could be made available. As to
a gchool gt Tada, he ex. lained the difficulties of tenure. It was ursertain
whother thero was State domain in or near the village and land of the
Amhars cowners could not be expropriated in rural areas. It was a3 matter
for investigation, and if State land was not available there, ths school
might be placud in another Falagha arca where State land was avaeilable. He
would be glad to help in the investigation. He was not hopeful about the
posaibility of finding Government land in neighbouring regione in which
Falashas could be settled., In the provinces of the old Kingdom almost all
the land belonged to Amhara owners and they would oppose any grant.

I was in constant communication with the Israsl Consul-General at
Addis, Mr. Bar-On, but I did not suggest to the Emperor that the Goveornment
of Israel should have any direcet part in tho schools for the Falashas. I
believe that the Israsl Government does not wishk to complicate its wvery
close and friendly relations with the Smperor by intervening in a loeal
problem, and it does not regard the Falashes as a pursecuted branch of the
Jewlish people calling for their action.

Before I went {o Bthiopia I vieited most of the Falasha boys and girls
Presently being trained in Isragl. Full use should be mede of them, so
that they may be instrumental in improving conditions in the wvillages whon
they return. Thers are seventuen, cleven boys and six girls. Originally
all wers placed in the village of Kfar Batya, whore the first group trained;
but they have baen distributed for more specialised training and only six
remain thore., Of the girls three arc being trained as nurses, two in child
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care, and one in domestic scisncu, OFf the boys, five, the most intelligent,
have boen transferrud to Ayanot, whers theoy follow agrisultural highschool
courses, Whathor they will be able to matriculate remains to be seen. But
thay should certainly be able, when thuy return, to instrat the cultivators
in their original wvillages. 8o too those who are beingtrained in building,
carpentry, wsaving, ete. should impart their knowledge in their nativo
land. ©Some may bo teachers in the proposed now schools, I met in Isracl
glso before my journey the son of Tudessa, who is studying Ecoriomicse and
Political Boiencis at Bar-Ilan University. Ho told me that he intends to
roturn to Ethiopia and devote himsclf $o his fellow-Falashasz, Ho was
socked by the refusal of some rabbis to recognise the Falaslas as Jows.

I would add a word about tho cost of the two schools. I have no
knowledge of what will be required, but the person who will, I hope, be
sont by the Jewish bodies providing the Tunds must have some definitc sum
to proposv. The figure of $200,000 which I first gave in a provisionsal
report for capital and cxpenditurc may bo exaggoratcd. Judging by the ex—
porianco of thoe eommunity centrc of the Sandfords, the school bulldings and
student quarturs could be simple huiments which the Falashas thomselves
could sot up, the main costs would bo for cquipment and means of transport.

But whatever the estimated cost, I hope that the Jewish bodies will
ghow their intorcet and concern not by nowspaper erticles and similar pro-
nouncuments but by a generous financial contribution, in the way the
Americans, the British, the Swodee, the Germans, and the Russians aro doing.
So far theoy have not made an effort to holp tho Falashas comparable with the
effort of the Christian missionarics to oconvort thom. Jews have & more
direct tie with the Palasghas than the other donor-nations have with the
Ethiopianas, and thoy should do somuthing which cen be practically achioved.
The objuction, sometimes made, that the Falashas are mot true Jews, but
Africans whose ancestors ware converted to a dubious kind of Judaism scums
to me heartless, Tho community has preserved for two thousand yoars its
faith and its obsurvances in spitu of incessant pressure to abandon thom, and
has a titlo on this acoeount to bu regarded as Jewish. If the sbjection is
to their ethnical origin, that might be made also to the Jows of Cochin, and
part of the Jews of Sastorn Burope, because of the Chasar elemont among them.
One thing seems ccrtain, that, if we do not help scon and gubstantially, the
disintegration by Christian missionary effort will grow and the ancisnt
branch will be lest.

I hope that Robin Gilbert, who wunt en the mission for ORT in 1959 may
be available to go again and conduct detailed negotiations. I think he would
be acceptable to all the bodius involved, inoluding the Ethiopian ministrics
and the local Jewish committue; I should bo happy to give him any help in
my PoOwer.

(=) Norman Bentwich




Ministry of Education & Fine Artis
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

13th Fobruary, 1959.

Mesars., Hermann N, Guggenheim & Hobin M. Gilbert
Ropresentatives of the CRT Union

Geneve, owitzerland.

(c/o Ghion Hotel, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia),

Gontlemon,

Purther to our recent mectings and discussions &nd to your memo-
rands rogarding the poseible establishmont of a Vocational Training School
in Begemdir Provinoce, I am writing now to confirm that the Ministry of
dducation & Finc Arts is very much interested in the suggestion you have .
put forward,

You will appreciate that any final decision in regard to such a
project must bo made by the Board of Eduoation, but when you are abla to
let me have a dufinite proposal I shall be happy to submit it to the Beard
for their consideration.

he |

Meanwhile, it is my understanding fthat your thought is %o establish
a Vocational Training School which will serve a broasd cross-section of the
population in a district of Bogomdir Province and which will be operated in
full accordance with the Government's regulations regarding mission and
private institutions., Tho exact location of the school and details of the
programmss it will offer will have to be considered later when the proposal
is more advanced, but the language of instruction will be Amharic and English
and although no financizl contribution is called for, the Ministry of
Bducation may be asked to help by providing land and premises and to facili-
ate the services of cortsin Bthiopian teachers, possibly recruited from the
Tochnical School. The Imporial Sthiocpian Covernment will also consider
granting conceseions in regard to the importation of teaching matorials and .
equipment in accordance with the rules applicable to privatu schools.

We do vory much appreciate your interost in our educational
programme, and I ghall be most happy to present to the appropriate authorities
here any proposals that may be made by your Execcutive Council on the basis
of your report to thom.

Yours very truly,

(eignod) Endalkatchew Makonnen

Vice-Ministaer
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