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"One of our columns' forward units had at one point cut
northern Suez Cairo highway.

Summarizing the present situation (20/10) :
We have completely seized the initiative, causing confu-

sion and -dislocation to the enemy. A wedge has been intro-

duced in the Egyptian front and the two armies are pract-
ically separated from each other. A threat of encircle-
ment is developing in the rear of the Third Army.

The Third Army is now withdrawing (21/10).

The main effort today is being carried out by forces
closing in on the rear of the Third Army... the forces
now being deployed by the Third Army will not succeed in
impeding our advance. We shall soon reach the stage where
the entire air shield of the Third Army will have collap-
sed... thigoperation in the area south west of the

Bitter Lakes may last a few days (21/10 noon).
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