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¥ith varying degrees of Flue
youths intreducing themselwves
Bacharishu gave messages such
be Israel,+ (Greetings to the

ncy in Hebrew (their mother tongue is Amharic), I
by such Biblical nzmes as Menashe, Yitzhak and

a8 +Shalom Le Mishpahat Ben-lUri Ve Kol Acheinu

Ben Uri family and to all our brethren im Israel),

The Falashas' Liturgy is

in the ancient Oe'Ez language as well as in Hebrew
although the end of Ort activi
L]

tiee put a stop to the learning of modern Febrew.

The ﬁ;tional Comrissioner for Tourism, Fisseha
that the Ort had smuggled Psleshae
and +this NAd.to be stopped for

Geda, told me in Addis Ababa
out of Ethiopia to Sudan and onwards to Israel
vhey are totally Ethinpiaps.+

Mr. Fiseeha said the Revaluti
equal footing with 30 millien fell
Welfare and Development,

onary Government considered the Falashas on an
ow Ethiopians and was working for their

Under the Former Regime,
neighbours due to age-pld pre

_-__.inutnmm..at&mp put « o G A T _ oS Lo _____“__J____.
MORE BE/HP/ADB :

the Falashas were often persecuted by their
Judice and superstitions which the new Government

NNWN L
AFRP52 EFFOOE .
130057 + FALASHAS 6 GONDAR:

Putting sside the Falashas' ties with
experte on the guestion believe the Ethiopi
improvement under the Government aof Chairma
Haile Selassie, even though the Emperer had

the Jewish World at lerge, several
an Jews have better chances bf material

n Mengistu Haile Mariam than under P
close ties with Israel.

But ties with other Jews and the preeninence of Jerusalem in their prayers
are cleérly of the utmost impartance to the Falaehes who were cut off frem

meinstream Judaism at the fall of Biblical Israel end until the last century.

Israel's Cheif Rabbis finally ruled in the e
were indeed Jews. They were held to be descendan
and could thereflore eettls in Ierael under ite <L

arly 1970s that the Palashas !

te of one of the 10 lost tribes .
2w of the Return.+

The ruling came at about the
relations with the State of Isr

time that Ethiopia's New Regime took power and |
zel were severed.

Fthiopia is one of the World!'
ofy only abeut 110 dnllers & year,
barefoot and in near Bags,

® poorast countries,,with a per capita income
and the Falashas live in roverty, often i
but no more so than their non-Jewish neighbours, l

And in a touching demonstration of
question about evident materiml needs,
Artefacts. We do not nave enough Talit

REUTER BE/HP/ATR

piety, one village elder brushed aside a ;
replyingt +what we need are Religioua z=vr7~" |

(Prayer Shawls) for All.+ ¥ i

|
i.
|
|




130041 1 FALASHAS; .
BY BERYARD EDINGER . "

Conder, Ethiopia, Dee 13, Reuter < Marxist Etbiopia, accused of persecuting
+is 28,000 Palschs Jewe, has porpitted outsiders lo view some villages wkeie the
+black Jews of Ethiopia+ have liveg eince the time of Bibtlical I:rauel.

On Friday and Saturday, hefrre and during the Jewish Sabbath, I vigited
Waleka, Jctober and Tedda, dusty villages around the farmer Ethiopian Imperial
cepitel of Gondar, more than 7n0 K (4000 Miles) Worth of Addis Ababa,

It was the first contact with a Westerner that the Faleshas (Emigrants
of Exiles jn Ethiopia's Amharic Langusge) had been allowed in nearly two years.

The ?glashas, or +Beth Israels as they call therse]ves,
outside coantect in

Jewish velfare woark

werecut off from
eerly 1981 when Ethiopian euthorities expelled foreign

T8 on chargesof encouraging Emigration to Israel.

Brochures continued to of fer visits tp the poverty-etricken communities,
where lifestyles have changed 1little in more than 20 centuries, but authorities
barred Tourists and Diplomats from the villages. ]

MORE BE/Hp/ADB .

HHHH Py p— S S — —_— o e e o T T
~ AFRD4T 7004 R S
130044 sTALASELS 2 GMTDAR:

Alarrist reports on the fate of the Falashas have &
in the Wectern Fress, resulting in demonstrationslast
small number of Ethiopian Jewe who now live there.

ppeared periodically
month in Israel by the

Ethiopian authorities, who wish to improve their image in the west apd
ettract currency-bearing Eurapean and American Tourists, told Reuters this

week they had nothing to fear frop investigations into the conditione of the
Falashsas.

A member of the ruling military government said through an Information
Ministry Official on Fridayi +the villages sre now open for all ~- Touriste,

Correspongents, even Israeli envoys if they wish to see what is the truth there .+

Leaders pf the villages, situated in an isolated mountainous region which
&aw Turmoil and bloodshed efter the overthrow of the Late Emperor Heile Selassie
in 1974, were clearly taken aback at the 8ight of a Fereigner end openly
unbelieving that official attitudes towards, them had changed . e
there was concern about them Abrosd. All
oniste shnuld have been campaigning on

But none of them had heard that

seemed surprised that their co-religi
their behalf.

MORE BE/HP/ADB
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130047 sPaLaSEAS 3 GONDAR;

There was ny sign of &ny police pre
&nd people there feveral tipeg under] i
improved since the 1974 Pevolutien,

The leader op the Tiny
ABERE BIRFAND in Arkarig and

to sepak fwithout Clearance from security Office

Yillage of Waleka,

on a second visit when three
to €nNCourage him t, speak and brought with them the

the village Synagogue, tlosed by @uthorities gt the

He said the Waleks Synagogue was
Torcibly closed

Ethiopien O0fficials

taken but gpe man said the Jewjgh Welfare Group prt
Rebabilatign tkrough Training) aight have
e T was ng Bynagogic
Ethiopian Chriﬂtians, but the Synagogue was
Centre of about 2, 500 Jews,
Plnughing behing Oxen gs in
| Craftsmen,

MORE BE/Ep/apn

Bibligal dayse. QOthers

| NNNN
AFR0O50 EPFOO6
130051 I FALASHAS 2 GONDAN;

Amhorer, Teached by 5
8 huddle pf thatched—roﬂfed
drawn fiom g nearby strean,

Bcne~Jn1ting ride
Tukuls (Huts)

The Villagers live in clnselprnximity to
éVer-present flies, and Auboberp

is diatinguished
only by the small tin-ranfeq Syn

agogue Surmounted

Mr, Abebe, who hag been PTa2ying with o
visitors arrived, rushed inaide

of the Law) as sgon 88 the builg

For the deveut Falashas,
the secong Temple ip Jerusalep
oment .

- ———————

fence in the
ned that Yheir

Who introducea himsels
YATR BEN URT ip flawlecs Hebrew, was re

T in Gendar,

the only Palasha place of

Frescunt saig they were uncertain w

been nore active

. TEDDA where abont 100 Jewus

open at Ambuber,
o2t of whom Tim & living frop th

are noteqd

their donkeys gng 6xen and the
from Surrounding villages
by & Star »p David,

who practige Judaism as 4qig th

Jewigh Villages T vieited
material conditions hag

&\
luctant

Government Officialsg came
door handles ang locks of
time of the erackdown,

Worship

by the measure wag
{Erganisation for

there thap elswhers,
live among 1,000
& Major Falasha

e rocky 8o0il,
Blacksmiths and

over Hills ang Rugged Gnrges, is
With ng electricity

and with water

e ancient Bebrews

before Roman Armies in 724D,

the function at AMBOBER, RUFAEL
YOSER ADANA, leader of the Falashag

e ————
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