Letter from Arafat to “the mesting", July 11, 13

"The special negotiations between uws  are now reaching a
ey LOUE stage. At this Rhistorical mement, which i
grxceptional , as much as the characteristics through which @ we
are passing are exceptional, I would Like to inform you of
some of our ooncerns. This is bhecause we are concerned about
complete  frankness  and candidness. This is what will serve
the surcess of these negotiations. We deal with this mpeEs ial
chanmel in  full sericusness and we think that through the
direct and frank style, we will be able to firmnd & tempovary
and satisfactory interim  solution,  which Wwill  smerve our
mutual interests.

We have before us a genuine historical chance in the history
cf our conflict. Both of us are responsible to secure that we
Will rmot lose this opportunity.

Our considerations can be summar Lxed as follows:

1. We are concerned that simultaneously with the signature of
this agreement, that from  your side, you will take &
meaningful large step by withdrawing from the Gaza Btrip  and
the Jericho area, creating hereby a real breakthrough for our
people on the ground. Our need for this step is apparent to
vou, whergas also your need to take this step, is clear to
us. In such a situwation we will be able to convinoce  the
general Falestinian bl i cpy i dan and the relevant
institutions and bodies [that a breakthrough has cocurredl.

I, Cinsteadl we limit curselves Lonlyl to small steps of a
subordinate nature, such as the transfer of some authorities,
this will not change much the reality and the situwation, and
would render the agreement subject to questions and obstacles
within the Falestinian gensral opinion.
Ze (Our [Aarafat’s] presence in a Falestinian area, from which
an ‘marly Israeli withdrawal ooours, will enable wus to face
any future possibilities, including any activity, which might
be taken by ewxtrems parties, in order to block the agresment.
ind additicon to that ow Doyl presence Wwill provide the
pﬁ?ﬁhmlmgical and political confidence among the Falestinian
public in  the Falestinian Oecupied Tervitories and it will
creatbe a new atmosphere, which would help  the  smooth
erecution of all articles of the agreement. We helieve this
is in the interest of the two parties. The ser lousness of  our
committment towards  this  agreement requires this presence,
herause [this wayl both parties have the ability Lo sign and
the capability to implement.

3. There are  major issues, which would remain pending arid
which should be considered as major issues for wach of the
parties, and in particular the gquestion of Jerusalem. We are
aware of its sensitivity for both parties. This is something
we cannot sidestep in the interim period completely and there



<

are arrvangements  on bthe table, concerning the right te
participate as voters and candidates in elections and T
connect  the institutions  in Jerusalem with the interim
authorities, and other arrangements that raepresent  the
minimal position, that will neot harm the position of both
parties, pending the final status negotiations,

4. We hope that each of us will look at the interest and the
position of the other party, whenever he puts  forward  any
compromise solution. We have now arrived at the heart of the
negaotiating process and this requires putting forward serious
compromise solutions., Therefore we expect that issues will be
deglt with in such a spirit; such as arbitration, regional
questicons and the role of the comsponsors in assisting in the
supervision of  the implementation of the agraement, and an
agreed upon international presence.,

e I can understand your  need  for  guarantees which  weold
ensure ouwr committment tabiding) to whatever is agread upon
in the agreement and we are ready to discuss with  an e
mind  these guarantees. The complete  seriousness  in the
implementation of the first steps of the agreement will be
the practical indicaticns that shall become withness Lo o
committment. [On]  other ideas, which you might put forward,
in the field of guarantees, we should reach an understanding
through negotiaticons.

We offer our full readiness to continue serious wo ko bRy ough
this channel, which has ooV e craedibility and will oy ide
for reaching a real peace agreement .

Thadk Yl
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