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{97 R: A rbad' And we are fning to hava a problem ‘'when the road

nearsg cnmpletinn becauaa of the few kilnmeters thatynu havé crussed

into our border. We were going to come to that because the road

passes through the ared that you have now. We will have to discss
tl'iat: : § e £ o) ] : PR e G danes
dn3 oo SP: At wHIGhBOLHE? T 00T Tomio o Gt ehees
{4’y R: Just soﬁth'bf'ﬁéai Saf&iu.
(' ¥YR: You are talking about the ‘salt pdnds? © '

rts') R: No, further ‘south, where you | have ‘put in'thid wira

sn called &efense hurrihr. Thutia ahout‘3 kim. “inside our turfitﬂry

'l

and the road passes thraugh that area. 2l have

..... —

NG frr SP: When are you going to construct the foad?
3)'7 R: Itkislheiné’cqﬁqgtqqted_nuw. RUD wteshe.

Iuﬁw},h YR: I think it searts all along the way.' T ‘wént there

once and saw on the other side where it 1s going along. 9
‘" H: I mentioned Akaba today in terms of doncentration of
forces and a possibility of a probleti, I was “tHnking Also of
Sadat's last words as he was leaving upun hisé “return from hig"
meeting with President Ford; he would like to meat with us’ and have
a long chat. ' And the 'Red Sea podsibly and Akaba, "So'I was wondering
whether one day we might host both sides (laughter). So it ig
going to be asquiet a’place as possible.
w2 (wt “SP: If thid is your énly worry, you shouldn'tbe worried,

AP N MGt I hé wanti‘a §ecrat meeting, we shall arrange it.
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TR: I watched you on TV meeting the Prime Minister of Syria

coming, when was it a month or so =gas
‘49 R: Two months ago. Since we are talking about war and peace ‘E\

and rather friendly relations, I think we exhausted the West Bank and
the Golan Heights and Sinai and Gaza, can we talk about your occupation
of the East Bank? This business of the road, It is really becoming
a very serious problem and we need your cooperation on it as soon
as possible. As you know, we are building a road from Akba to Wadi
Saff. And in a month's time, work will come to the fence that you
have put up some time inside our territory. It extends for about
120 km. in length and it ie 1 to 7 km, in depth. And we have to take
the fence down, the road goes right through it. We are reluctant
to send the contractors to remove it, because we don't want any
problems. Ve are reluctant to send soldier s with the contractors to

remove it. So we'd like elther for you to remove it or if our people

start removing it when work gets up to the fence, that it will happen
uneventfully.
,-J;HHL SP: Do you have aplan so we can check where your road comes
close by the fence?

4’7 R I don't have a map. I have the map coordinates, We
raised this a number of times through the armistice commissions
and your people used to say there is no armistice anymore so we
refuse to discuss such a matter. Well, I mean our peoplein the army
etc, de it through the proper channels which is the armistice commission.

47 ) YR: Leave formalities.
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i:  And what 1s even more serious is that your people have
drilled some wells there now, They have put up a few hangars, they
have some people living there now and are starting to plow the area
and plant it,

I“ufﬁ ll: Ineidentally this road is an example of progress towarda
peace because it will be probably more ilmportant then the one we have
betwean Akaba and Amman. It is going to be everyone traveling as clos
to the border as this. The econcnmic considerationg-

YR: If you will give us the exact line of the road-

R: Yeas, certainly,

H: But you know the border exactly,
jove Cia' A: Wothink this was even becfre the '67 war,

R: Ho, no.

YR: Your Maj,, there wers problems there. When I was Chief of
Staff, and it was before 1967.

R: .., incursions and so on, but it becams a fixed line of
barbed wire fence for 120 km. in 1979. In the baginning of 1970.

SP: Let's make it clear. Let's talkabout the parts which
are really necessary for your road because to move the whole fance
is a hell of a big job, completely unnecessary,

R: What do you mean, unnecegsary? Is it an incursion on East
Jordanian territory or not, even if there ware no road?

YR: Let's distinguish between the practical issve - i1fyou

want to cope with it on a general principle, then we will have a
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problem. If you want to tackle it for the construction of the road, j
Blve us where the line of the road interferes with the fence, I think
instead of coping with the whole problem that will create all the
difficulties, let's start-

YA: Try and be pragmatic for once,

R:  You really surprise us. You talk about roads to Gaza and
ccoperation and government in the West Bank, and when it comes to remm
a fence that was put only for one purpose, supposedly at the time, and
that was to prevent fedayaen incursions aind infiltration,wich don't
exist any move, what do you need that fence inside our territory for
anymore?

YR: Yes, but thias fence exists. Let's be practical, You
want to discuss the whole issus or rhe question of building the road?

R: The problem now 1s the building of the road.

YR: Then let's discuss this now.

R: We will send you an exact list of where the road is going
Lo pasa, and 1t will ba for quite a part of the fence,

YR: MOst of the road {is practically under construction by now?

R: It started approaching this area, Tt atill has I thinl
about 50 or 80 km. to go.

SP:  The problem is rhat the road really introduces an element

of hope but also an element of worry, let's face it. Through the open
bridges the PLO is trying all the time to infiltrate arms and weapone,

nd the road may also serva for the very same purpose, S0 if we have
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a fance - we can't go and construct a new fence every Monday and Thursday,
Believe me, our heads are full of fences.

P:  Ifyou conatruct it on your territory, it can be permanent.

EP: If we were going now to comstruct the fence, we would take
your argument gladly. But we are not beginning from the beginning.

YR: When can we pget it?

: We will send a helicopter over at some point.

1R: Do you have somebody, we can send some of our people, let's
arranpge a meeting that will discuss practical seolutions rather than
te have arpuments on the matter,

R: We dom't send somebody like that, Your Excellency. What we
can do is Just sand you a map exactly wherethe fence is, where the road
is going to pass and the areas that have to be removed. We can send
2 helicopter.

TR: All right, let's arrange this and then we will discuss it
and see what can be done and what cannot be done,

R: Our intelligence people even in one of their reports say the
reason you want this area is because there is oil init. (laughter).

TR: You know what I have sald to our people? Ve have been
Arilling for oil for I don't know how long and have never succeeded.

T said bring some Saudis and Kuwaitis, They will find oil.

VA: I remember Zaid suspected once that we had oil in Ramsllah,

¥YR: I will tell you quite frankly. I beliave in this area

there {8 a lot of water,



I: There 13 watar , yes. And actually, as I gaid, in the area
near Mitir, they have drilled already, Anywsy, what is important now
is the road. |
o YR: €an we find a way how to exchange the water?
‘ES* R: Actually you know it is the sama water table whather you
drill this side or that side, Ue are using each other's water anyway.
¥R: It makes all the difference, how deeply you have to drill.
We have & problem now. All the waterfor Abu Rodies is coming from
Leyond their line, our side. How they will have a problem, whether to
take our water or to put the pipeline, it's a long pipeline from Suez,
160 i,
K: They will work it out, ti is still thelr water anyway.
¥: We havenroposed - the electricity comes from Abu Rodels
to punp the water - we say fine, give us the electricity, we will give
vou the water,
R: We really want te develop this whole wvalley, to get people
ro asttle, T think the more people are closer together,-
&P: ‘Je mag have a problem onthe road, really, about infiltration.
The area ig not wvery much puarded. faﬂ
H: We lost an offlcer and a soldier the other day on mines. /ﬁ{ﬁ
domavhore noriheast of Akaba, a mine which must have drifted, one of
youre actually,
YA: The floode brought it.
SY: e may have a problemwith the road., Are you going to
guard Lt very carefully?

I1: OF course we will.
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Rt The road will be guarded of course. Infiltration 1s really
down to a minimmm into the country now.

H: And our approach is with the ﬁmeﬁdi peeple from the

? tribes. Untill now they have just been moving up and down, so wa
are settling them. Giving them villages and agriculture for them.

R: Just to finish the subject, we will send the map, etc, PBRut
it is agreed at least where the road crosses the arna-

YR: We don't know, we can't give you a conerete answer. I
understand your point of view, we understand the bhasic principle but
we have to give you an answer once we sea what we are talking about,

R: I honestly don't understand what thap means. The road is
going through the fences this way-

YR: Why argue, lat'e tackle it practically,

: TFrom just the engineering point of view, the difficulties
of putting a road height with all the valleys coming through is really
a monumental task.

R: And it is already designed, work haa etarted, and to make
a detour inside our own territory because of the fence is of course
out of tha question, Put the problem is that the contractor will
get to the area, I think, in one motith's time. So I hope we can arrive
2t an agreement before that, because then we will have to stop the worl.

YB: It depends when vou will give ua the map.

R: We can do it in n few days,

<% SP: There is one problem I know of and that is the wells of one

of our kibbutzim which is very close,
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YaA: You won't mind if you supply them with water, for instance
from a certain well?

R: Underground secret pipes, we don't mind, (laughter).

YA: The pipe will be underground, no question about it.

R: And the second problem since we aras in this area, 1s
Aldba,

: Two problems. One the mooring, but the other is in terms
of the wheole future of this area. We have made a atudy and we think
about 20% of the pollution preblem is due te shipping coming to Elath
port and mainly the oil tankers.

YR: Weknow.

TAy We suffer from {t.

YR: We lost a lot of money,

R: Mooring I will show you, Now, the unnecessary provocation
of vour patrol boats coming way inte our waters and just parking
andhoring in front of HIs Majesty's house, my home and they stay there
for half an hour, one hour, for abgolutely no reascn. We get telephone
ealls from our so-called navy and we gay just take it easy. The
puards want to shoot on them and we say stay quiet, TDut this cannot
continie, it La unnecessary,

SP: Why didn't you let us know? Thisigimply. you know, a
sort of local-

R: 1 think a part of the problem is the map that is distributed
arownd also fro the mooring area, for anchorage area in Elath, which
is again why inside, 1t continues in front of HIs Majesty's housa,

This is the line that is the anchorage area, This area iz shaded.

This line should come this way, and you have made the line this
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way (referring to map). And even ships coming for Llath sometimes
are in front of HIs Majesty's house, inour waters, and then they
start their engines and come here.

SP: Can we arrange a meeting of local commanders in Elath
to check it on the spot? I am afraid we are all of us too high a
level,

YA: Is it a new phenomenon? I never heard of it before?

R: Yes, it's been creeping in all the time, MHow they have a
buoy here and Ithink one of these days you will find ir missing
because we will tew it away, but it Js way x inside our waters,
and this is the anchorage area,

8P: Can we arrange for a meeting of local commnaders to checl
out all the pointa? I am afraid just working on these maps-

R: It doesn't really need local comaanders. Your people here
in Elath know exacgly vhat ia happening. All you have to do is
tell them to stop doing what they have been doing, and that would be
an improvement in itself.

SP: I can't anser you., I must check it.

¥R: We will check 1it. But thereis no reason whatsoever why
wa should encooacl,

YA: Your HMajesty, since for good or for evil, I hope for
good, because I know how cautious you have been, you have developed
aome gpeeial relatious with Damascus, and you won't suspect that what
{ am going to say is out of fear, on the contrary, we are pchp to pla
it coel, But if thanks to this exchange of opinione between Amman and

Damascus, vou could influence Damascus not to commit two grave



